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VIEWS OF JOURNAL HEADERSTHE IRREPRESSIBLE CHILDRENall nations have, but they are a kindly, gra-

cious people, and their cultured class com-

pares favorably with that of .ther nation-
alities. Contact with some specimens of the
better clnss of 'hin. so may to broaden
our ideas.

the old style, which differs from the gener-
ally accepted style by twelve days. Thus
the new year In Russia begins on our Jan.
13. The Gregorian, or new style, was
adopted in England by a.l of Parliament
In 1751 and the change .caused con-

siderable confusion in dates which,
for many years. were designated
as old style or new style. In many
histories the date of George Washington's
birth is given as Feb. 11, 1732. old style-n- ew

style Feb. 22. As the Czar sent his
greetings on New Year's day. new style.
It sill be good form fur President Roosevelt
to defer a reply till Jan. 13.

disappeared a note of alarm was sounded in re-

gard to ancient Venltlan buildings. That the
warning waa not unwarranted la shnwn by the
condition of the tower of San Giorgio del Oreel.

The Artists' Club of Denver is holding an ex-

hibition of paintings by members and others.
Thia elub was organised in ISM. and since MS7

has held annual exhibitions which are said to
be very creditable. So far aa our knowledge
goes, saya the New York Post. Lincoln. Neb.,
seems to be the most enterprising town In the
"Far West" in getting up art exhibitions.
Their art association has a resident agena In

the suburbs of New York, and each year a
very good collection is brought together here
and exhibited in Lincoln. Sometimes even some
sales are made. There were twelve at the last
annual show, which Is as good a record as that
made by some of our own art societies.

ABOUT PEOPLE AND THINGS.

days to be suppressed In the calendar and
decreed that the extra day should be

added In every year of which the number
Is divisible by four without a remainder,
except the century years, which are only
lea year when divisible by four after
omitting the two ciphers. Thus ltiOO was a
Lap year, but 17"0 - - and l'.JU were not.
The year 200O will be a leap year. This,
therefore, is the rule for ascertaining leap
year every year the number of which Is

divisible by four without a remainder, ex-

cept the centurial years, which are only

leap years when divisible by four after
dropping the two ciphers. No doubt there
are persons now born who sill live till the
year 2000. which will be the first centurial
leap year since 1600.

The term leap year is Anglo-Saxo- n. The

Romans called the year in which the extra
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Flagrant disregard of law, gross careless-BMe- s

and criminal recklessnsss seem to have
been the main causes of the Chicago fire
horror.

Letters from the Rocky mountains state
that bear meat la particularly sweet and
juicy this season. Japan should make a
note of this.

Radium is said to be a certain cure for
cancer. If that is the case it Is worth
wry cent it costs and incests more than

any known substance.

Several war correspondents of London
papers have arrived at New York on the
way to Japan by the transcontinental
route. The mobilizing of correspondents
la a pretty sure sign of war.

Dr. Pancoast, of the University of Penn-
sylvania, announces his discovery that it is
possible by means of X-ra- ys to bleach the
negro. Now. that adage about the leopard's
spots will have to be rewritten.

Some theater managers have explained
their lack of asbestos curtains by saying
they were "too expensive." The kind that
doesn't work is undoubtedly the most ex-

pensive piece of furniture on earth.

The Chicago tragedy has had at least one
arood effect: Every city of any importance
is investigating its theaters, and Issuing
orders that they re to be made safer. Some-
times It seems as if a catastrophe were nec-sssa- ry

to impress the proper degree of cau-
tion.

The rumor to the effect that American
irshlps have sunk the Colombian gunboat

General Pinzon mcids to be without founda-
tion. When there is no actual news from
the storm centers there are always rumors.
The correspondents must have some work
to do.

Baltimore & Ohio Railroad directors are
irehing for the car which caused the

disaster In Pennsylvania, Perhaps when
they find it they intend to indict it and bold
It without bond. The company is deter-
mined that the offender shall suffer, no

Itter how severe the methods may seem.

It ia reported that M. Curie, the dis-oove- rer

of radium, has politely declined
several royal decorations. The scientist
was probably afraid that if he went about
with ribbons and hardware all over his
chest somebody might mistake him for a
count, or Richard Harding Davis, or some-
body like that.

Alfred Austin has broken forth into song
on schedule arue anent the coming of the
new year. In many alliterative verges
which ahow the Influence of Kipling he
gnenagea to take s dig at Russia, but as-

sures us that Britain stands ready to save
the world from destruction. This is reas-
suring, anyhow.

Since the Chicago theater horror there is a
gene i hi locking of stable doors after the
horse has been stolen. It is probable a large
majority of theaters throughout the country
are defective in safety appliances, and if the
recent calamity leads to the enforcement of
snore stringent rules its lesson will not have

wholly loat.

The Chicago reporters and correspondents
Who --wrote the atorles of the Iroquois Thea-
ter fin deserve a great deal of crediL There
Was so attempt at "fine srriting." no flow-tn- g

pathos and no "yellow" methods. The
Simple;, bald statement of the facts sas
more effective than any of these hysterical
styles could make it.

Great catastrophes bring out strong con-
trasts of character. The recent Chicago
disaster was attended by some remarkable
exhibitions of heroism, but It also developed
disgraceful barbarism. The throng of
gshoula and thieves whom the police had to
light while they were removing the dead
and rescuing the injured presented a loath-
some phase of human nature.

The recent United States expedition, to
Abyssinia may have quite important re-

sults for American trade. Our exports to
Abyaslnia now amount to nearly $lo,oi)O."00

h year and it is thought under the new
treaty they will be more than doubled.
Emperor Menelik has promised to visit the
St. Ixuis exposition, and it is safe to pre-

dict he will be one of the most interesting
personages there.

It is said that resident Roosevelt will
reply to the i'i.ii r S- - w Year's erecting
en the Russian New Year. Runaia has
never adopted the Gregorian style of reck
oning, and bt; 1 a. , to w . j i is Llie

Importance of ftsnllgcst.
To the Editor of the Indianapolis Journal.

It is to be hoped that the efforts t rure
by freah air and sun.-hln-e will nave an

incidental effect even more valuable thsp the
direct .ne of curing the disease that ia. that
they will lead people to realize the great Im-

portance of sunlight in buildings to be occupied
by human beings.

Porehe?: and verandas are delightful. In aplte of
the efforta of our Engllah vta'tora and some very
modern architects to comm .- - us that they ara
ugly, and "a very American thing;" and trees
are among the most beautiful objects In nature.
but neither tree nor veranda should be allowed
to keep the sunshine out of a house. Children
need sunshine as much aa house plants do. Too
many of our houses are built with a really
!nal Indifference to this primary recesslty.
porches excluding the sun from the only
dowa that are aituatrd to receive much of It,
rooma built with north wlndowa hen they might
lust aa well have east or west one euch atroci-
ties as these may be seen every day.

There ia a scho. Ihouse in Indianapolis, built
quite recently, wnere a noble corridor, all ablaae
with south windows, runs along one side of the
building for half a square. The long row of
pchoclrooma opening oft this corridor havev with
the exception of the two at the corners, only
north windows. And In these rooms, where the
aun never penetrates, little primary' PP"S
kept for all the sunniest hours of the day.
through all the months when sunshine Is rarest
and most i recious. Such a achoolhuuae aa that
slays more Innocents than Herod. S. W. s.

lndianapollF, Dec. XL

it Ben at Miration.
To the Editor of the Indianapolis Journal.

In commenting editorially in your Sunday Issue
of Dec. 13 or. the organization of the Indianapolis
Civic Improvement Society by your Commercial
Club you tay: "There is an American Society
for Municipal Improvement. This aoclety
ir all right, but It alma only at material im-

provement. There should be a society to pro-

mote the beautifying of cities." I beg to call
your attention to tlx American League tor CI via
Improvement, which has for Its aim the making
of a more beautiful America. It aeeka to pro-
mote the higher life of communities, and through
its various section councils serve a wide range
of Interests. There are arts and crafts, civio
chuixh, libraries and museums, municipal art.
municipal reform, parks, preservation of nature,
public nuiaances. public recreation, rural Im-

provement, sanitation, school extension, social
settlements, village Improvement The fourth
annual convention of the league was held July,
1903, at Chautauqua, with most encouraging re- -
porta of good work accomplished by civic Im-

provement societies In all parts of America. The
1904 annual convention sill be held In 6t. Loul.
some time outing the summer. The president la
J. Horace McFarlaad. of Harrishurg, who took
an active part lu the notable Improvement work
of that city; Clinton Rogera Woodruff, of Phila-
delphia, !a the cor responding secretary and B. O.
Routr.ahn field aerretary. The headquarters of
the league is at 6711 Klmbark avenue. Chi ago.
Doubtless some of the citizens who are Inter-
ested In the new Improvement organization In
Indianapolis are also acquainted with the work
of the American League for Civic Improvement
and Ml seek to affiliate your local society
with It. MRS. M. F. JOHNSTON.
Chairman Arta and Crafts Section Council,

American League for Civic Improvement.
Richmond, Ind., Dec 28.

A Thought for Those Who Srrrs
To the Editor of the Indianapolis Journal.

Now that the long strain of holiday shopping
and sending off of holiday gifts la over one may
pause to remember how courteous the tired clerks
in the stores were, how anxious to find the right
thing for each perplexed ahopper. how gay and
good-nature- d the crowds of gift buyers, eves
when atanding up in s crowded car with both
arms full of bundles, and what pains the busy
mall and expreae clerks took to aend every parcel
correctly and with the least possible expense to
the shipper. Here was a poatofflce clerk sending
a lady to soma head official to Inquire whether
her Illuminated carda should be called printed
matter or merchandise, in order to give her the
ben flt of the lower rates it hs aould; there was
an express clerk contriving ways and means for
two women who lived beyond the cone where
expresa matter la delivered to get to their
home a box too heary for them to handle.

Perhaps ths poor people have the best time of
anybody over Christmas and the few simple
gifts bought by careful saving and asorlflce. or
else manufactured at horns with much ingenuity
and labor; these are the things to get the utmost
ttUttaur Ant fit Th.t MA... I . . 1 A. .
ar v.. a. w vi u iiiu uniaa ou U1S
car. with her work-hardene- d handa firmly grasp- -

juk a nine cu wueu cnair xor tne girl and a
sled for the boy, how ecstatically happy she was
over the great surprise aha was taking home. aJ
big. splendid, satisfying gift for each of th
children! She felt It waa so much Jwttpr
it would be to waste the money in buying each
of them two or three cheap toys that would be
broken in a day or two. And it waa such a
triumph that ahe succeeded In getting the money
to buy them It was an extra ahe had earned,
somewhere; there will not be any less for food
and for rent because of It one can see all thai
In her beatific countenance. And the observe!
knew ths girts would cause more complete hap.
plnesa to the recipients than little Miss and
Master Midas would get out of all tha too muirl
and too many splendors heaped upon them.

RedeemlnK Tickets.
"It's astonishing how many persons are per-fectl- y

willing to cheat a railroad." said the
man who hands out cash for tickets redeem'
at one of the big stationa. "They come her.
with all sorts of unuaed tickets and get mad
when we enow them that there la nothing com-
ing to them. Ths moat persistent troulj,-make- rs

are thoss who get bold of return esda
of the cheap-rat- e excursion tickets Issued from
time to time. Of course, minus a regular one-
way fare, ths simplest aum In subtraction will
ahow that the holdere owe the compsny money.

'Then there are many who get hold of political
or special pasasa. and get angry when ws will
not pay out good money for something ws gas
away. We get forgsd and stolen tickets fre
quently. Dut. as ws are always prompt to
the person presenting them detained and
arrested, this eort of thing la generally
nized aa dangerous." Philadelphia

Old Age of the Future.
Our old men ara going to be our future sof

srs If we are to credit a theory propounded Is
the recent work of Prof. Ell Metchnlkoff. of the
Paateur Institute in I 'aria. He minds ua that la
the csae of some of the moat Industrious of the
lower creatures, such as ants and bees, the
workers are distinct from the breeders, s third
or neutral sex having been evolved by modif-
ication of one or both of the others. With man
no neutral aex has appeared, but both sexsa
cease tha work of reproduction at a fixed period
of life. This. then, is the most favorable period
for work, and when science haa eliminate the
Inflrmltlee of age. as Profeasor Metchnlkoff be-

lieves it Is now able, and soon will be skis to
do. the aged will be our most vigorous aid ef-

ficient toilers. Thla la a paradoxical conc.usioa
and one that will hardly gain the coasent of all
ph yBiologist s Success .

Work for the Momaeh.
For the average healthy man I think there la

something to be said in favor of a good meal,
even If a trifle heavy now and then. I belters
It la a fact that the human stomach, although
it is not a gizzard like that or a goose, at
ooea its work better when slightly atretc
just as the lungs work better with dee;
halations induced by bodily exercise In the -air. London Telegraph.

Mr Merry Irving' Had l ack.
Mlafortune seema to press heavily uion

Henry Irving as be grows older Iva
failures have sapped his fortui as
his theater In Indon because It did not pay,

and the American tour, from which he hoped
to gain a large profit, ia handles pood by the
failure of what he expected to be hla chief at-
tractionEverybody's Magazine.

A Lsi k of U ii i Ii ii l asm.
We would feel more enthusiastic over John Tk

Rockefeller's action In paylne mortgages on
the farma of od Irlends If ws did not feel that
we wer contributing our share of It In ths In-

creased pries of oil. and allowing him ts get
away with si the credit for las good

l Washington Post.

Fervent and Effectual.
One of out eloquent young clergymen has re-

cently become the proud father of a boy his
ttrst. the older children all being girls, resides
being a gratifying circumstance in itself, this
event has a peculiar grace as illustrating the
value of prayer. At least, so think? the youngest
sister, a devout little maiden not quite three
years old. Having, of course, no knowledge
whatever of the expectations or hopes of her
parents, she added to her prayers, every night
for the three months, this unique and original
petition:

"Oh, Lord, please send us a baby none of your
girls:"

Little Elizabeth's Blessing:.
In the Lindsay family grace at table is always

said by the children little Joseph, aged six. or
little Elizabeth, aged four. Cm Christmas day.
at dinner, it was the small daughter's turn to
offer grateful words of blessing for the coming
repast, and her tiny mind, no doubt, was
thronged with a confution of Christmas joys and
bewildered by glittering anticipations of the
Christmas banquet spread out before her
dancing black eyes. At any rate, when all was
quiet around the board, her father said:

"Now. Elizabeth." And when all heads were
bowed Elizabeth bent over, with closed eyes, and
ejaculated, with much Christmas briskness:

"For pity's sake. Amen!"

An Emphatic Denunciation.
It begins to appear that if fashionable society

were under the enlightened espionage of very
young ladies the morals of fashionable society
would thereby be much improved. Only the
other day. In an army or navy household of
Washington, D. C. a father and mother were
discussing, with all necessary discretion, as they
supposed, in the presence of a bright eight-year-ol- d

daughter, a society situation which Involved
the unpleasant and unrighteous elements of a
handsome society woman widely known to be
openly engaged in fascinating a married gentle-
man. With her newly acquired apostles' creed
fresh in her mind, the small daughter mixed
things sacred and profane and astonished her
parents by breaking into the conversation as
follows:

"Well, I believe in God. the Father Almighty.
Maker of heaven and earth, but I don't believe
in any woman who tries to steal another wom-

an's hubband."

A Fancy Bathing? Dresi.
Even in this day of clubs there are still 6ewing

societies, although they usually bear the less
old-fashion- ed name of the aid society of auch
or such a church. However, their meetings are
not characterized by the awful solemnity of a
club meeting; they are more informal and do-

mestic in tone. If the hostess of the afternoon
is the proud possessor of s baby the baby is ex-

pected to be in evidence. Hence, when a lady
on the North Side expected to entertain the aid
society on Friday afternoon, her baby daughter,
just old enough to walk and climb into mischief,
had to be especially arrayed and decorated.

Extracted from her beloved bath, which she
left with extreme reluctance, she was dressed In
a fairy-lik- e white dreas, with resplendent blue
sash, blue kid shoes and blue Uk stockings.
Just as mamma and nurse were admiring the
vision of loveliness the aid society began to ar-

rive. For the next fifteen minutes both the
hostess and the maid were fully occupied in re-

ceiving the ladiea and assisting them to remove
their wraps.

Preaently some one inquired for the baby. The
mother called the nurse and asked that the
treasure of the household be produced. The
nurse looked startled. "Why, I thought she was
with you ma'am." she exclaimed. Hasty and
troubled search ensued. The house is one of
those fine, ed mansions built when
there was plenty of room In Indianapolis, and is
some eighty feet long. As the searchers neared
the back end of the house a sound of vigorous
splashing and joyful shouts drew them to the
bathroom. There sat the small princess in her
little bathtub, splashing the water with hands
and feet and laughing with delight, perfectly
Indifferent to the ruin of the fairy frock and its
silk and kid accessories.

ART AND ART WORKERS.

The nineteenth annual exhibition of the
Architectural Leagrue of New York will bo
opened to the public in the Fine Arts building
on Feb. 14 and continue until March 5.

Fourteen canvases by Marcius Simond depict-
ing the story of "Parsifal" will shortly be
placed on exhibition in the Knoedler Galleries.
355 Fifth avenue, New York.

Thomas E. Waggaman, of Washington, has
presented his collection of oil paintings, water
colors, ivory carvings, ceramics and other ob-Jec- ta

of art to the Catholic University of.

America.
Mrs. John L Gardner, of Boston, is reported

to have added to her collection, presumably for
her museum, a Roman altar of the second cen-

tury, and two antique gates of ninth-centur- y

workmanship from a convent in Milan.
The Society of Western Artists opened its an-

nual exhibition at the Art Institute of Chicago
on Dec. 29. This society includes in its mem-
bership not only Chicago artists, but prominent
painters and sculptors In all the Western cities.

In Chicago presently there is to be an exhibi
tion of paintings by Dutch artists at the Art
Institute. Israels and his contemporaries, that
is to say Dutchmen of to-da- y, are to be repre
sented by pictures borrowed from owners in
Montreal. Pittsburg, Toledo, Milwaukee and
possibly New York.

John S. Sargent is located at hla Tite-stre- et

studio, in London, for the season, where he is
busily engaged upon a work that is to be hung
In the spring exhibition at Burlington House
One of the Royal Academy pictures sent in by
Mr. Sargent is said to be another portrait of a
member of the same family shown in nearly
every Royal Academy spring exhibition for the
past five or six seasons.

The seventy-nint- h annual exhibition of the
National Academy of Design opened on Jan.
in the Fine, Arts building. 215 West Fifty
aeventh atreet. New York, and will continue
until the end of the month. Between 1.300 and
1.400 works went sent in for this exhibition
The jury rejected unconditionally about 500 of
these, leaving over 450 accepted, some of them
conditionally, that la to say. to be hung if there
was room enough on the walls of the galleries.

The first important sale of the year at the
American Art Galleries, Madison Square, will
be that in January of some three hundred oil
paintings, pastels and water colors left by the
late J. Wells Champney, A. N. A. A fine
catalogue, containing twenty full-pag- e repro
ductions of the artist s works, is in prepara-
tion. In connection with the Champney pic
tures there will be an exhibition and sale of
an Interesting collection of Japanese objects of
art.

At a recent picture sale at Christie's In Lon
don a "Portrait of a Lady." by J. M. Wattier,
sold for $15.500. This may be regarded as
notable price for a picture by one of the
eighteenth-centur- y French painters, even when
tne artist is as prominent in tnat school as
Wattier. In the same sale, that of a collection
formed by the late Sir R. W. Williams.
"Portrait of a Young Lady," by Terburg.
brought $6,500, and "Portrait of Master Hay,'
by Sir Henry Raeburn, $3.500.

The annual exhibition of paintings In oil by
the a.-tl-st members of the New York Lotos Club
will open in the club galleries on Saturday, Feb
27. Only one work will be accepted from each
contributor. George H. Bogert Is secretary of
the art committee in charge of the exhibition.
Among the contributors will be Carroll Beck
with. W. V. Blrney. C. T. Chapman. Kenyoa
Cox. Bruce Crane, Arthur Dawson. L. P. Oesaar
C. M. Dewey. Ben Foster. L R. Wiles. Chllde
Hassam. Arthur Hoeber. F. W. Kost. Alphonse
Jonger. J. F. Murphy. Ionard Ochtman. A. T
Van Laer and Carleton Wiggins.

Venice is threatened with another architectural
disaster. The tower of San Giorgio del Grecl
Is losing its balance and. unless something is
done to prevent, seems doomed to fall into the
canal Of San Paolo. As long ago as 1S99 this
tower, which la more than 4 years old and
200 feet high, waa Observed to be eighteen inchea
out of the perpendicular, and since then this
variation has Increased until now It la more
than three feet. Slgnor Vedraaco. an authority
Is of the opinion that measures to restore the
tower must be taken at once If it ia to be pre-

served. When the Campanile of 81 Mark's

In ritn.-'iui'nc- e of the recent disaster in
Chicago, Mayor Harrison has ordered
all places of amusement in that city
to suspend business until the las regarding
safety appliances shall be complied sith in
every respect. Some of the managers will
probably protest against the order, out the
public will justify it. The people will not
suffer by a suspension of amusements for a
fes-- days, and the knowledge that the the
aters have been made more safe should con-

tribute to the enjoyment of future perform-
ances.

The gayety of the nations ought to be pro
moted by the two chapters in General Wey-le- r

s forthcoming book entitled "My Project
for Landing on United States Territory"
anS "Reasons Why I Was Obliged to
Abandon the Project." He should have writ-
ten another chapter telling what he Intended
tojlo with this country after he had con-

quered it.

A negro burglar who entered a North
Delaware street home th-- ? other night was
getting away with a rich booty when he
was felled to the floor by a jardiniere
thrown by a plucky servant girl. And yet
some people say that women can't throw
straight. The trouble is. they have never
Deen provided with the proper weapons

Two Kansas farmers have been arrested
for stealing coal. The victims of the theft
should learn by this how unwise it is to
go about unprotected with such valuable
stuff on their persons. The report does not
state whether they were held up, or their
pockets s'ere picked.

Lieut. Gen. Nelson A. Miles put on his
clothes for the first time for this year in
Indianapolis. That such a proverbially
careful dresser as General Miles should
choose this city as a place in which to ex-

ercise such an important function is indeed
compliment.

"The average Russian peasant." says an
exchange, "is possessed of a vocabulary of
only 110 words." Well, they are Russian
words, are they not? And a man who can
learn that many jawbreakers is no igno-
ramuseven if they do all end in off3ky.

A Chicago paper wickedly remarks that
New York Is probably the only place where
it is necessary to hold a special exhibition
in order that the people may see what
beauty is like.

A St. Louis woman has advanced the
theory that the "masher" is insane. There
may be something in that, though here in
Indianapolis he has merely been regarded
as a plain, ordinary idiot.

There's one nice thing about beautiful
Snow it covers the soot for an hour or so.
But the smoke-lade- n winds for a day have
blown, and the snow has a new black suit
of its own.

Fireproof theaters appear to be named
on the same principle as "coldproof" un
derwear and "waterproof" shoes lucus n

non lucendo.

THE HUMORISTS.

A Guess.
Willie Pa. what does mean?
Pa What did you call it?
Willie Looks like
Pa O! "R. E. Church" Reformed Episcopal.
Philadelphia Press.

Nd His Sfrvioe.
"He's a doctor of laws, you say?"
"Yes."
"Well, by gum! there ought to be more of

them. There's a whole lot o' laws that neea
doctorin' to make 'em good for anvthing." Chi
cago Post.

Couldn't I nderitand It.
"Where I came from," he said, as he stood

rith his hat in his hands "it is customary,
when a young man bids t young lady good- -

night, for him to kiss her."
"Mercy:" sho exclaimed. "And yet you cams

away!" Chicago Record-Heral- d.

Strong on Quotations.
Broker Poets are no good, air. I promised

one bright young one a try-ou- t, but he fell
down.

"How did that happen?"
"I asked him to get me the quotation on

clover aeed. and he began reciting '.viaua
Müller.' "Cincinnati Commercial-Tribune- .

An Inusual Individual.
"Ha la positively uncanny; he is ao unlike the

average man."
"Why, what's the matter with him?"
"I don't know. I told him to-da- y that I waa

suffering with a bad cold, and he didn't auggest
a single remedy for It." Cincinnati Times-Sta- r.

How He Looked at It.
Fond Parent (to young hopeful) Unlesa you

keep your hand8 and face clean your teeth
brushed and look neat the children of nice peo-

ple won't have anything to do with you they
won't play with you.

Young Hopeful I bet If I had a goat and
waon they would. Judge.

Not Real Ball.
"Play bsll'." shojted the umpire, aa the home

team took the field.
"What!" snorted the disgusted patrons in the

stands.
"That Is," shouted the umpire, hastily cor

recting himself, "play the best Imitation of it
of which you are capable." Philadelphia Ledger.

Trouble in the Flat.
"Madam. I've come on behalf of the famlliea

living on the floor Just below yours to ask If
you can't persuade your daughter to be a little
less industrious at the piano. She pounds it all
day long and nearly half the night and we're
getting tired of it. Can't you"

"Indeed: Then you don't like music!"
"We don't object to music, madam. It's your

daughter's piano playing we ara kicking about."
Chicago Tribune.

Au Indianapolis atlre.
T wss s barefooted boy selling newspapers In

the streets of Indianapolis during our civil
war," said Mr. L. J. Canda. of San Francisco.
"Whenever there was news of a battle and a
printed list of Indiana soldiers who had been
killed and wounded my papers sold like hot
cakes, customers snatching them out of my
hands and often not stopping to get any change.
On the day- - of the publication of Mr. Lincoln's
death I made $, often getting 50 cents for a
single j : One advantage I had was in being
allowed the freedom of Camp Morton, where
hundreds of Confederate prisoners were kept,
and the Johnny Rebs were among my best
patrons. Last month I went out to my old home
and in vain sought for some reminder of Camp
Morton. Not a vestige of it is left, and the city
is built out more than a mile beyond where it
stood, though in war times it was quite remote
from the residence section of Indianapolis."

Washington Post.

Itofts Platt' ianorance.
Piatt has now been deprived of the Republican

leadership In New York for the thirty-fourt- h

time, and he doesn't know yet that he is no
longer In charge. Chicago Record -- Herald.

Better Than DIkkIub; for Gold.
Mi.wea .: Bad ISSSSIBSSi ;t .rn BTB v.as

raised in the United States valued at $52,000,000.
Digging sold is s slow business compared with
plowing corn. St. Louis Globe-Democra- t.

LOOK IN. BAC KWARD.
The new year is several days old. and al-

ready it Is more than time to "look for-

ward, not back." And yet the year has
been such a record-break- er in many re
spects that it Is impossible to dismiss it
without more or less retrospection. The
progress of the world has been 00 great,
ao many unlooked-fo- r events have hap-

pened, our own country has accomplished
so much, and on the other hand there has
been such a succession of frightful catas-trophi- es

as to make the year 1903 a ver-

itable year of wonders.
The year has witnessed the death of sev-

eral of the world s most notable figures
In various lines. Philosophy lost Herbert
Spencer, its best-krtow- n representative and
one of the greatest intellects the world has
ever known. History mourns Moromsen,
whose lifcwork is a monument such as few
historians have left. The church of the
whole world has stood in tears beside the
grave of Leo XIII, whose saintliness, in-

tellectuality and ability havo been almost
unequalled in the long line of Roman
Pontiffs. To art was lost its most notable
representative in James MacNelll Whistler,
and its greatest cartoonist in Phil May.
The death of W. E. Henley meant the re-

moval of one of the sweetest of contem-
porary singers. Henry Seton Merriman
(Hugh Stowell Scott) is the novelist whose
death will be felt the most. The stage will

miss Stuart Robson and Sybil Sanderson.
These are only representative names

picked from a long list of the great men
and women who passed away during the
year 1903. For this loss there have been
compensations in the activity of literature,
art and science, but the extent of these
only future years can show.

The year closed with an almost unpre-

cedented number of fatal accidents. Floods,
fires and railway horrors have piled up
sn appalling: list of dead, and illustrated
the fact that evils when they come

"Come not as single spies,
But in battalions."

The superstitious have accounted for this
so-call-ed "epidemic of disasters" by point-

ing to the fact that 19u3 could not be other-
wise than a fatal year, since the sum of
its digits amounted to thirteen the fatal
number. If that Is the case we may take
comfort in contemplating the figures 1904.

They add up a total of fourteen the double
seven, which astrologers tell us is the
luckiest number possible. Let the world
rejoice; it has already entered an era of
unparalleled prosperity!

Li: VI' Y F; AR.

Of the millions of people who will re-

mark "This Is leap year," how many wTIi

stop to think what it means or what a time
our friends, the ancient Romans, and their
successors had in evolving the idea? Almost
everybody knows, in one form or another,
the old verse beginning, "Thirty days
hath September," etc. and, by the way.
it is surprising how many variations It has

and they know that leap year comes once
in four years, but If they even give the
matter of its cause or origin a thought,
they probably conclude that the extra day
In February is thrown In by the Weather
Bureau once In four years for good meas-
ure.

Leap year is so called because, having 3G6

days, it leaps forward a day as compared
with an ordinary year. It has a curious
and remote origin. At first the ancient
Romans divided the year into ten months
of 304 days, beginning with March. This
made September, October, November and
December the seventh, eighth ninth and
tenth months of the year, respectively, as
their names indicate from the Latin ceptem
(seven), octo (eight), novem (nine), and
decern (ten). Originally July and August
were called, respectively, Quintiiis, fifth
month, and Sextilis. sixth month, but long
afterwards the present names were be- -,

stowed ia honor of Julius Caesar and Au-
gustus. Hence, when we say July and
August, we unconsciously pay homage to
the two great Roman Emperors.

One of the early Emperors changed the
year from ten to twelve mouths, begin-
ning with January Instead of March, and
placing February at the end. A few hun-
dred years before the Christian era the
order of the mouths was changed again by
placing February after January. The
months consisted of twenty-nin- e and thirty
days alternately, based on the changes of
the moon, and the year consisted of 354 days.
Then a day was added to make the number
odd, which was considered more fortunate.
The ancieut Romans had already dropped
into the superstition that "There is luck in
odd numbers," says Rory O'Moore. But
this lunar year of 355 days, based on the
moon's changes, differed from the solar
year by ten days and a fraction, and to
restore the equilibrium a sort of inter-lea- f

month sas introduced, making the average
length of the year 36P4 days. This made the
year too long by one day. and another
change was made reducing it to 365 days.
Finally. Julius Caesar, he whose name sas
given to July, abolished the lunar year and
the Intercalary month and decreed that
the civil year should be regulated entirely
by the sun. With the advice and assist-
ance of the Roman scientists of the period,
he fixed the length of the year at 365V days
and decreed that every fourth year
should have 366 days, the other
years having each 3i5. Under this
arrangement February had, in ordi-
nary years. twenty-nin- e days and
every fourth year thirty, but when the
mouth of August came to be named for
Augustus, a day was taken from February
and given to August in order that it might
have as many days as July, which was
named after the first Caesar. The addi-
tional day which occurred every fourth
year was still given to February, as be-

ing the shortest month, and which thus
to have twenty-eig- ht days in ordi-

nary years and twenty-nin- e every fourth
year.

But even this change was not final, for
centuries afterward it was found that 365

days Involved an excess above the true
solar year that amounted to three days In
400 years. In order to correct this error
and restore the equlnok to its proper place.
Pope Gregory X1IL in 1582. directed teu

Japanese soldiers fight noiselessly. They have
no bands, no arums beat reveille or tattoo, and
in action they utter no cheer.

Representative Wiley, of New Jersey, said to
be the only civil engineer in Congress. Is proud
of a lineage extending back to the first post-

master general of the United States. Samuel
Osgood, who was a citizen of Massachusetts.

I eral Chinese cities have erected temples In
honor of LI Hung Chans- - His tomb also has
tne form of a temple. Two of Its inscriptions
are: "All countrlea In the world mourn him"
and "He changed heaven and revolutlonlred the
earth."

One of the strangest churches in the world Is

at Taranaki, Australia. Each of Its four walls
hears a large advertisement in flaming letters
The church was built by the firms whose goods
are advertised, sad they claim that their In-

vestment will be a paying one.

Wars of the last 3.000 years are supposed to
have cost $600.000.000.000. They say that each
man who falls an the battlefield coets $2.740 to
kill and that the countries of Europe to-da- y

are paying to maintain an "armed neutrality"
the small sum of $50 per aecond.

"To James Jones, in grateful memory, from
Mrs. Jefferson Davis." Is the inscription on a
heavy band of silver shlch encircles a band- -

some buckhorn handle walking cane which is
owned and highly prized by an aged colored man
employed in the i'nlted Statea Senate.

It ia reported that a woman named Gesine
Meyer, of Grambke, near Bremen, Germany,
was lately arouaed. by an alarm of fire, from

trance that had lasted eighteen years. She
remembers all about her life before ahe fell
asleep, but nothing that happened during tne

mg trance. I

The Baroness Burdett-Coutt- a la a atanding
wonder to London. The venerable woman is out
driving every fair day and often when the
weather is so unfavorable aa to keep much
younger women at home, for the baroness is a
tirm believer In fresh air. The result is that in
old age she retains much of her youthful vivac
ity.

It is said that those who see Queen Alexandra
cannot realize that she passed her sixtieth birth
day on Dec. 1. Her perfect complexion and
slender, girlish figure remain with her. as doea
the vigor of youth. Her Interests are as varied
as ever, and ahe takes a keen enjoyment in her
charitiea, her grandchildren, her animal peta
and all sorts of outdoor exercise.

Lord John Russell, when British prima minis
ter many years ago, made the acquaintance of
the lato Earl of Stair, than Lord Dalrympla, at
a country house and was Immensely taken with
his amiable manners. "I am very pleased to
have made your acquaintance." he said, shaking
him warmly by the hand. "You must come Into
the House of Commons and support me there."
"I have been doing that for the last ten years,"
was the quiet rejoinder.

Clyde Fitch, the playwright, collects In scrap--

books speclmena of the errora foreigners mske
in dealing with strange tongues. One of Mr.

Fitch's scrapbooks is devoted to French -- English
to the sort of English that Frenchmen some

times use. A new addition waa made to this
volume the other day. It was a French tutore
advertisement clipped from a London newspaper.
and it ran: "A young Paria man shall desire to
show hla tongue to classes of English gentle
men. Addreaa," etc.

A dispatch from Parral, Mexico, says that
Pedro Alvarado, the eccentric and wealthy mln
ing man who a few years ago was working In
a mine for 30 centa a day. recently distributed
more than $100.000 in money and gifts among
the poor people of that city and surrounding
country. The prisoners In the Jail at Parral
were given a royal feast at the expense of Alva
rado. He visited many poor famlliea In person.
accompanied by the gorgeous escort of servants
who act as his bodyguard whenever he appears
on the streets of Parral.

Write Note to Themaelses.
"Actors are great handa to write "mash

notes' to themselves," said a stage manager.
"The leading young men, you see the heroes
tiiat marry the beautiful girls are suppoaed to
attract to the theater myriada of youns women.
They draw big pay on thla account; their
friends talk seriously of the powerful, almost
hypnotic, influences that they exert on romantic
females. This power is the stock in trade of the
actor who travels on his beauty Instead of on
his art, and he must always have tangible proof
of It. So, If the young woman don't come up
each mall with a hunch of authentic mash notes,
he seas to it, anyway, that he gets mash notaa
all right. He times them that they reach the
theater during rehearsal. The manager every
afternoon brings them to him a half-doze- n pink
and blue and cream envelopes, smelling of violet
and orrla. He takea them with a guffaw, reada
them, passes them around. Every one pretends
to be amused at their silly contents, but the
minute the actor'a back la turned the murmur
passes back and forth: 'They're fakes. Ha
wrote them himself. He apenda two hours a
day writing himself mash notes.' To tell the
truth, this actor gets s number of authentic
mash notes, but nobody beliavea It. It la
thought that every note la a fake. Washington
Post.

Labor Tnions Must Be Free.
If unions are to render permanent service to

laborers they must be voluntary organizations. If
any device can be invented by employers or
laborers by which laborers can be coerced Into
joining or from joining labor unlona, then these
oiganizationa no longer represent either the beat
thought or the beat Interests of the laborers.
They muat necessarily soon degenerate into mere
dictatorial groups. There can be no valid objec-
tion to all the laborers in a shop being members
of a union, but their membership must be volun-
tary, or it Is destructive of the peraonal freedom
of the laborers. There la no principle in ethica,
economlca or equity that will make the coercion
of laborers by laborers any better than the coer-
cion of laborera by capitalists; moreover, the
possession of any such coercive power tends to
degrade those who possess It. The open shop
Is as necessary for the freedom of labor as it la
for the economic responsibility of management.

Gunton's Magazine.

The Drnminers' I'ntverslty.
John W. Gates matriculated at the greatest

American school, ths Drummers' University.
Its graduates know ths manners of many men
and cities. They see the country and grow up
with it. They hold familiar converse with all
sorts of people. They know all storiea. all
jokes all railroad routes, all hotels, all tricks
of all trades, all games, and principally poker.
Accidents, explosions, earthquakes floods, fires,
chorus girls, terrapin, fried pork all varieties
and episodes build In them the philosophical
mind. They are surprised by nothing. They
ara afraid of nothing. They take all chances
and jump at every good opportunity. Sharp as
a Sixth-avenu- e negro s razor, "genial" as the
sun. imperturbable as a gravestone, they are
a race by themaelvea. John Gatea la a drum
mer rslaed to the nth power. Everybody's
aztne.

I'roKrfsa of Democracy.
The Democratic situation haa reached a point

where the first essential qualification In an as-

pirant for presidential honors Is that he voted
against Bryan In UN and 1900 and is proud of it.

St. Louis Globe Democrat.

Onr-Abaente- e.

King Peter haa been given a formal nod of
recognition, but evidently Uncle Sam la not
going to ask him to bring his trunks over to the
big fair. Denver Republican.

day was added to February the bissextile
year. Notwithstanding the trouble they
had in getting the matter adjusted so as to

make the civil year correspond with the
solar year, there Is no evidence that they
attached to leap year any of the romance
or superstition that Anglo-Saxo- n peoples

low do. These legends and traditions are
somewhat like those that pertain to Hallow-
een and other anniversaries of purely Anglo-Saxo- n

origin. It would be difficult to locate
their origin or trace their significance. The

tradition which associates leap year with
special privileges for maids in the matter
of proposing marriage or soliciting favors
must be of comparatively modern origin,
for it is not alluded to in any of the earlier
English poets, and the s-or- d leap year does
not occur once in the whole of Shakspeare.

taUfATOB Evi:nim.i:'s view of
Tili: I n l I HN i) i riox.

When Senator Beveridge, the year follow-

ing our acquisition of the Philippines, made
a trip to the Orient, it was felt on his return
that he was better equipped by personal
observation to discuss the Eastern situation
than any othfv American in public life. He
s-a- s the only one who had visited the Philip-
pines, China and Japan in person, studied
conditions at first hand, talked with rep-

resentatives
a

of the ruling classes and inter-

viewed all classes of people, from railroad
engineers to army generals. The speech he
delivered in the Senate shortly after his
return was conceded to be the most elo-

quent and forcible exposition and defense of
the administration's Philippine policy that
had been made up to that time, and it has
not been surpassed since.

The senator said that beyond the Philip-

pines are "China's illimitable markets, and
the United States would not retreat from
either." We were "a trustee under God of
the civilization of the sorld." Our largest
trade henceforth must be with Asia; the
Pacific s-a- s our ocean, and the Philippines
gave us a door to the East. Most future
wars would be for commerce, and the
power that rules the Pacific rules the
sorld. With the Philippines ours, that
power is and forever will be the United
States. This suggests in brief the spirit of a
speech that dealt exhaustively with the
whole subject of retaining, pacifying and
governing the Philippines.

Two years ago the senator made a second
trip to the East, passing through Russia
and Manchuria, and visiting some of the
strategic points in Russia's operations. The
United States Senate Is not the place for an
expression of Senator Beveridge's views re
garding the Russo-Chinese-Japane- se situa-
tion, of s-hic-

h he made a study during the
second trip, but he has embodied them, in
part at least, in his recent work on "The
Russian Advance." The title of the work
indicates the senator's views regarding the
policy of Russia in the East. He regards it
as a policy of advance slow, it may be,
stealthy, of course, sometimes resting, some
times parleying, sometimes apparently
yielding a little, but als-ay- s advancing. It
is more like the movement of a glacier than
of an avalanche not rushing furiously,
crushing and shattering everything in its
path, but moving noiselessly, almost Imper
ceptlbly, and absorbing and assimilating
obstacles instead of crushing and shattering
them. This is not the author's language,
but it expresses in a general way his views.

Because of Senator Beveridge's views re
garding the policy of Russia, it follows that
he believes war bets-ee- n Russia and Japan
is inevitable. As a result of his visit to
the East, he believes that Manchuria has
not merely been seized by Russia for
strategic reasons, but that it has been occu-
pied and colonized as an extension of the
Russian empire. He believes that Russia has
never had any more intention of withdraw
ing from Manchuria or relaxing her grip
on the province than a hungry bear has of
releasing the prey on which it has once
placed its paw. This view, formed and ex
pressed by Senator Beveridge more than a
year ago, finds confirmation in the fact that
Russia did not hesitate to repudiate her
promise to formally evacuate Manchuria on
the Sth of October, 1903. and that her hold
on the province has been tightened every
day since. Of course, this means that after
Russia has digested Manchuria she will
swnllow Korea, A distinguished Japanese
diplomat said to Senator Beveridge: "Korea
must be Russian or Japanese. Well, in that
case, it will become Japanese." Japan does
not propose to wait till Russia has swal
losed Korea to make her disgorge It; she
will go to war to prevent the swallowing.

Writing more than a year ago, Senator
Beveridge said:

The author does not think hostilities prob-
able at the present time, because neither
pos-e-r is as yet ready for the conflict, and
because the action of other nations, and
particularly England. Is not known. It is
more than probable that the present nego
tiations will have a temporary peaceful con
clusion, Japan agreeing not to interfere sithRussia in Manchuria, and Russia agreeing
not to interlere with Japan in Korea. But.
no matter what agreement is readied, the
causes for s-a-r win remain.

That forecast has been exactly verified. A
peaceful conclusion of the negotiations re
garding the occupation of Manchuria has
been announced again and again, only to
be followed by its renewal, and the inevita
ble progress of Russia toward her objective
point. Neither Russia nor Japan is in a
financial condition to go to war, and the
statesmen of both countries are trying to
prevent it, but they will probably fail, and
the inevitable will happen. This is Senator
I everidge's vies based on a study of the
situation and condition.- - at close range, and
current events seem to be confirming it.

In some says it is a good thing for the
American people that a few educated and
cultured Chinese are coming to this coun
try in different official capacities. It may
help us to get rid of the narrow view that
what we call heathenism, because it diff rs
from our religion, means also ignorance.
barbarism and uncouthness. The Chinese
have a civilization and culture peculiarly
their own, and because it differs from ours
Is no reason why it should be utterly con
demned. They have their lower classes, as ;
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